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George Orwell’s 1984
questions for notes & discussion---Part One

1.
What is suggested by the hour that the clocks strike?

2.
What’s the primary symbol in the first paragraph?  (if you don’t know, wait until you read about Winston Smith’s neighbors---it shows up again in the creases of the Mrs. Parsons’ face)

3.
Consider Victory Mansions, Winston Smith’s abode.  Why is the name ironic?

4.
As he looks out of his window, what is distinctive about Winston’s place of work?  What’s symbolic about it?

5.
What are the four ministries and their purposes?


1.


2.


3.


4.

6.
What purpose(s) does Emmanuel Goldstein serve the government?

7.
What game do the Parsons children play while Winston is in their flat?  


What does this foreshadow, either for Winston or for the Parsons?

8.
What had Winston dreamed seven years ago?  


What could the man’s words mean?
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9.
For what purpose did Winston’s mother die, at least from what he knows?

10.
In his dream, what is significant about the way the woman casts her clothes aside?

11.
How long has Oceania been at war with Eurasia, according to the Party?  Is this true?

12.
What is “doublethink”?

13.
Note how the image of Big Brother is described (p.5), the reference to “Three-Year Plans”, and how everyone is called “comrade.”  Which nation and leader in history are being referred to?

14.
What is the Proletarian literature like?  Does it remind you of anything in real life?

15.
What is an “unperson”?  Why would talking about the death of an “unperson” be ironic?

16.
Consider Comrade Ogilvy.  In real life, how can we be certain that any person in the past actually existed?  Jot down as many ways as you can think of.

17.
Why does Winston think Syme will be vaporized but not Parsons?  

18.
What is “duckspeak”?  Who is Syme alluding to when he mentions it?

19.
What is preposterous about how Parsons speaks of his children?

20.  What can we surmise about why Winston is keeping a diary?
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21.
Why---for what purpose---does Winston write about his encounter with the prostitute?

22.
What’s the purpose of the Junior Anti-Sex League?  Is anything in modern society similar to it?

23.
Why does Winston think that, if there is any hope at all, it lies with the proles?


Why is he wrong?  What are the proles concerned with?

24.
Concerning Jones, Aaronson, and Rutherford at the Chestnut Tree Cafe:


a.  What had they  been accused of?


b.  What proof did Winston have that they were innocent?

25. What reason might the Party have for wanting to change the past---the “why” that Winston writes about?

26. How is the lottery for the proles similar to today’s lottery?

27. What does Winston discover about proles in talking to the old man in the pub?

28.
What does Winston find in the antique shop?  What symbolic value might it have?
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29.
Why is Winston’s concern for Julia “curious” (p.88)?

30.
In what ways is Winston’s immediate trust of Julia foolish, and in what ways is it understandable?

31.
Why is it so difficult for Winston to get in touch with Julia?  

32.
Winston and Julia meet in the street.  Who’s the statue nearby of?  Find out who this person 


was & what he was known for.


Name ______________________________________         Nationality ______________________________

Famous for:  _____________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________
33.
At the end of part one, whose eyes does Winston gaze into?  What does suggest to us---why would the author include this detail?

34.
Read the first paragraph of chapter II aloud.  How has the tone changed from the rest of the novel?  (jot down some key words that indicate this change)

35.
Why do you think Winston admits his age, his wife, his varicose veins, and his false teeth?

36.
What unusual thing does Julia have in her pocket?  Where did she get it?  What’s the memory and feeling that Winston has when he gets that “first whiff” of it? 
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37.
How closely does the meadow match Winston’s vision of the ‘Golden Country’ from his dream?

38.
Speculate about why Winston is so obsessed with the thrush singing in the boughs of the tree (think about what the bird has that Winston doesn’t have)

39.
Why is their final embrace “a political act” for Winston and Julia?

40.
How far does Julia’s interest in Party doctrine go?  What does this suggest about her---in other words, what kind of a person is she?

41.
How does Julia explain the Party’s sexual puritanism?

42.
How similar are Julia and Winston?  To answer, fill in their interests in the diagram below.






Julia





Winston
Both
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43.
Do you think Julia is good for Winston?  How has he changed since they got together? (see also chapter V---p.124)

44.
What is the permanent meeting place for the two?

45.
What surprises does Julia have (p.116-117)?  How do you think she got them?

46.
What’s the song that the washerwoman sings (pp.114-117)?  Why might it be significant?

47.
What’s the paperweight that Winston admires like?  What does it symbolize to you?

48.
How sure is Winston that Mr. Charrington is trustworthy?  Do you think Winston is right?

49.
In chapter VI, what long-anticipated event occurs?

50.
Why does Winston have “the sensation of stepping into the dampness of a grave” (p.132)?

51.
From the dream in chapter VII, what do we learn about Winston’s childhood, especially about his mother?  Explain the reaction he had to the chocolate Julia brought to the meadow.
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52.
After recalling his dream, what does Winston decide is most important once they’re caught?

53.
What are some of the luxuries of O’Brien’s home that Winston does not enjoy in his flat?

54.
Why do you think O’Brien asks Winston if he’ll do all the horrible things?  What won’t Winston and Julia do?

55.
What does Winston toast to?  Is this surprising?

56.
What event took place that resulted in Winston having to work more than 90 hours in five days?

57.
What is the book?

The book goes on at length about the current political and military status of the world.  [It’s long, and you can do fine skipping over the excerpt from it.]  Interestingly enough, it does not explain some things that are on Winston’s mind.  What’s one example of this?

58.
What is unusual about the setting when Winston and Julia awake after reading part of the book?

59.
To whom does the “familiar voice” belong?


What does this person know about Winston?

60.
How is the smashing of the paperweight symbolic?

61.
What is Winston’s last image of Julia?
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62.
What is Winston’s cell like?


Does he know what time it is or how long he’s been there?

63.
Why is Ampleforth in jail?


Why is Parsons in jail?

64.
What is the purpose of all the beatings Winston endures?

65.
How does O’Brien get Winston to believe that his four fingers are actually five?


What has O’Brien proved by doing this?

66.
When would O’Brien consider Winston “cured”?

67.
After several more weeks or months in jail, Winston looks in the mirror.  Describe what he sees.

68.
Winston awakes one time shouting something.  What is it, and what does it show about him?

69.
What becomes Winston’s definition of ‘freedom’?

70.
What’s in Room 101?  Is it surprising that Winston is let out of jail?

71.
What finally happens at the end of the book?  Is this really a “victory” for him, as he thinks?


