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Bald	Appeal	
Asks	for	something	directly—no	subtlety.	

Each	of	the	above	examples	simply	state	“Yes”	on	the	proposi%ons;	no	other	
propaganda	techniques	are	used.	



Humor	
Makes	fun	of	opposing	viewpoint	or	issue	

The	stereotypical	image	of	the	“fat-cat	poli%cian”	in	cartoon	style	
makes	us	laugh	at	the	picture	and	adds	a	nega%ve	slant	to	the	
proposal.	



Shock	/	Art	of	the	Unusual	
Uses	a	surprising/disturbing	image	to	grab	the	viewer’s	aPen%on	

The	vision	of	a	horrific	car	crash	–	made	all	the	more	shocking	because	a	school	bus	is	
involved	–	grabs	our	aPen%on	and	stokes	an	ins%nc%ve	reac%on	against	the	proposal.	



Half-Truth	
Only	states	one	side	of	an	issue	

Saying	that	“Yes	on	21”	is	a	vote	“for	state	parks”	only	tells	half	of	the	story:		it	is	
also	a	vote	for	higher	vehicle	registra%on	fees.	



Name	Calling	
Gives	the	opposing	viewpoint/candidate	a	nega%ve	image	through	use	

of	loaded	words/phrases	



Bandwagon	
APempts	to	show	an	overwhelming	majority	either	in	favor	of,	or	

opposed	to,	a	candidate/issue	



Begging	the	Ques%on	
A	yes-or-no	ques%on	is	asked		which	contains	a	hidden	assump%on;	

thus,	the	answer	is	a	foregone	conclusion	

“I	don’t	want	to	pay	more	taxes.		Is	
it	wrong	for	me	to	not	want	my	
wages	to	be	siphoned	off	by	
corrupt	poli<cians?”		



Guilt	by	Associa%on	
APempts	to	associate	someone	or	something	nega%ve	with	a	

candidate/issue	



False	Dilemma	
APempts	to	show	an	issue	as	having	only	two	sides	when	in	fact	there	

may	be	more	than	two	



Overgeneraliza%on	
Uses	one	posi%ve	(or	nega%ve)	point	to	paint	a	candidate/issue	as	all	

posi%ve	or	nega%ve	



Extrapola%on	
Carrying	a	situa%on	to	its	worst	(or	best)	extreme—a	very	unlikely	

outcome	



Confusing	Cause	&	Effect	
Trying	to	blame	one	candidate	or	law	with	a	bad	result,	when	really	

there	are	many	causes	of	that	result	



Appeal	to	Authority	
Using	the	support	of	someone	who	sounds	authorita%ve	to	support	an	

issue	or	candidate	



False	Analogy	
Trying	to	connect	an	unrelated	event	or	outcome	to	a	candidate/issue	

by	poin%ng	out	similari%es	&	ignorning	differences	

They	said	that	man	would	never	walk	on	the	
moon,	but	we	did!		So	why	are	some	saying	
that	the	Affordable	Care	Act	cannot	work?	



Faulty	Logic	
Using	a	false	premise	to	arrive	at	an	equally	false	conclusion	



Posi%ve	Transfer	
Associa%ng	a	good	image	with	a	candidate	or	issue	



Nega%ve	Transfer	
Associa%ng	a	bad	image	with	a	candidate	or	issue	



Plain	Folks	Appeal	
Showing	‘ordinary’	people	either	suppor%ng	or	rejec%ng	a	candidate/

issue	



Tes%monial	
Using	comments	from	people	who	know	a	candidate	or	issue—even	if	

the	comments	are	only	slightly	related	to	the	candidacy/issue	



Nega%ve	Card-Stacking	
Showing	only	the	bad	points	about	a	candidate	or	issue	



Posi%ve	Card-Stacking	
Showing	only	the	good	points	about	a	candidate	or	issue	



“Understanding	how	
propaganda	works	may	
be	the	best	way	to	
preserve	a	healthy	

democracy.”	




