
Question:	In	the	Plessy	v	Ferguson	case,	the	Supreme	Court	justices	denied	the	argument	that	
separation	of	the	races	by	law	'stamps	the	colored	race	with	a	badge	of	inferiority.’	Do	you	
agree	with	the	majority	that	segregation	would	not	make	a	race	of	people	feel	inferior,	based	
upon	the	images	of	segregation	we	viewed?	Or	do	you	agree	with	Justice	Harlan,	who	wrote	
that	segregation	perpetuated	the	belief	that	one	race	was	inferior	to	another?	
	
Response	#1		
Division among people will never lead to equality. This truth has become devastatingly clear in 
early 1900's america, once separate but equal laws came into effect. This separation inevitably 
lead to division on a much more social aspect. Schools, bathrooms, restraunts and even water 
fountains assigned to the black community were smaller, underfunded or badly constructed, 
which lead to making them feel and appear inferior to the white community. This sence of 
inferiority lead to many more issues, such as lynchings, inferior educational oppertunities, 
limited job oppertunities and police brutality. The Supreme Court believed that the separation 
could still lead to equality, but that was simply untrue. Some of these issues are still present 
today, over 100 years later. Justice Harlem was the only one who predicted the lasting impact 
that this case would have on our society, but sadly he heald the minority opinion. In the images, 
we can see that in many aspects of their every day life, the black community was separate and 
not equal. They had Smaller, dirtier water fountains, small classrooms with limited funding and 
could only enter stores at certain allotted times. All of this added up to these lasting impacts that 
would plague society for decades. 
	
	
Response	#2	
When a child is separated from the majority one of the first questions they ask is, "What's wrong 
with me?". Imagine this child growing up this way, never fully interacting with an entire group of 
people and being told that they were unwanted because of their race. Segregating people in this 
manner promotes the idea that one race was inferior to the other. When people are separated, 
but can see the other's life it is easy to make comparisons. Take for example drinking fountains. 
A much wider, taller, and cleaner fountain is labeled "whites", while another smaller, rusty 
fountain is labeled "colored". Upon seeing this many people would wonder why this was, then 
come to the conclusion that the better race gets the better utilities. Now imagine this child again 
going to school, in a cramped room with rundown supplies and too many people and not 
enough desks. If they saw how other people went to school, in clean, brand new classrooms, 
they would question the differences between them. Although they both went to school and were 
separated, the facilities were not equal. Segregation planted the seeds of the belief of race 
inferiority and perpetuated the belief for generations. 
	
	
Response	#3	
Equality is something that is hard to achieve, and that becomes impossible with separation. 
Based on the images we see a clear separation and an even clearer inequality. Just look at the 
classrooms. The white kids get nice clean rooms with beautiful desks while the black kids all 
have to sit in a run-down building with only makeshift walls to separate classes. They are living 
separate and unequal lives. And this extends far beyond the classrooms. Smaller drinking 
fountains, different entrances to diners, and just a general lower standard of living. This situation 
can only lead to an inferiority complex in the black community. Nobody could say that they 
would have a better life as a black person than as a white person. It was very clear back then 
that the whites were the "superior" race. And this sentiment was fueled by segregation. There 



was no questioning the fact that white people had better lives. They didn't have to deal with all 
the inequality that the blacks had. Because segregation makes equality impossible it also 
generates the idea that one side is better than the other. The inferiority complex of that era was 
a direct result of the segregation in society. Therefore, the idea of "separate but equal" is 
fundamentally flawed. 
	


