
Discovery Core Honors English 
   Jolly 

Film Permission Slip 
   
 Dear parent/guardian: 
 
   Films play a limited but significant role in my classes.  Like theater, they 
have merit as works of art, as commentary on popular culture and social ills, 
and as a powerful medium for a director’s ideas and vision.  In my mind, they 
are worthy of close study in and of themselves.  I also use film to help 
illustrate and illuminate themes and events for the students; indeed, the 
richness of film is often able to bring the experiences of others to life for 
students, resulting in both a deeper understanding of the topic and more 
thoughtful work from the student.   
 
   Most of the films are rated PG-13 and are generally considered suitable for 
high school students.  In the event that I wish my students to study a film with 
an “R” rating, I follow WUSD policy which requires signed approval from a 
parent.  One such film I plan to show on Monday, Dec. 10, is Bennet Miller’s 
Capote.  It describes the work of Truman Capote as he was writing the 
masterful novel In Cold Blood.  The film is outstanding, garnering high praise 
from critics across the nation and an Oscar for Philip Seymour Hoffman, who 
portrays the writer.  All students will have to complete a detailed study guide 
for the film.  More signficantly, they’ve been diligently working on their own 
fiction writing, and I know they will benefit from analyzing the struggles of 
this real-life writer, one of the best in the American pantheon.   
 
If you would prefer that your son/daughter NOT see Capote, please check that 
corresponding box; I will create an alternative assignments for the film.  
Please bear in mind, however, that in these cases the student will not get the 
benefit of group viewing, discussion, and collaborative analysis & writing 
around the topics which arise.   
 
  If you have any further questions, please feel free to contact me at WHS:  
pjolly@wusd.org or 837-7767  x2133. 
 
“My son/daughter, _____________________________________, (name) 

 may 

 may not      

...view Capote in 9-10 English.” 
 
___________________________________ (signature of parent/guardian) 


